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This  is,  perhaps,  the  most  fateful  period  in  the  material 
history  of  the  world.  It  has  been  said  that  Napoleon  re- 
arranged the  military  map  of  Europe  with  his  sword.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  posterity  will  say  that  America,  acting  through 
President  Wilson,  has  re-arranged  the  political  map  of  the 
world  with  his  pen.  Napoleon  represented  the  organized  and 
mihtary  expression  of  the  forces  behind  the  French  Revolution. 
So  has  Mr.  Wilson  represented  the  great  democratic  spirit  of 
the  new  age  and  the  New  World  into  which  we  are  being 
ushered.  The  contemporaneous  history  of  that  period  shows 
that  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  whUe  written  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  was  in  fact  the  striking  reproduction  of  many  phrases 
in  daily  use  among  intelligent  patriots. 

In  considering  the  demands  which  the  New  World  is  making 
upon  America,  I  deem  it  of  importance,  and  particularly 
appropriate  at  this  time  and  in  this  presence,  to  first  consider 
the  position  of  the  American  lawyer  with  relation  to  the  part 
which  he  shall  play  in  responding  to  this  demand  and  in  the 
performance  of  this  high  duty. 

The  American  lawyer  has  had  to  deal  with  three  distinct 
epochs  in  our  nation's  history.  The  first  period  was  devoted  to 
adopting  a  national  and  State  constitutions,  and  perfecting  our 
institutions.  The  second  period  was  devoted  to  interpreting 
and  construing  those  constitutions  and  laws  in  the  light  of  the 
spirit  and  purpose  of  those  who  originally  wrote  them.  The 
first  of  these  undertakings  was  constructive  statesmanship,  and 
the  lawyer  stood  out  in  this  field  of  endeavor  as  a  conspicuous 
leader.  The  second  period,  to  wit,  the  construction  and  in- 
terpretation of  the  constitution  and  laws,  was  especially  tech- 
nical, and  while  the  profession  and  the  coiui:s  were  devoting 
their  energies  to  the  refinements  and  the  refining  of  the  law,  the 
enterprising  business  world  aroimd  about  us  forged  ahead  in  the 
development  of  the  nation's  resources,  and  in  the  construction 
of  colossal  business  and  corporation  enterprises,  the  existence 
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and  operation  of  which  forced  a  third  epoch  in  our  nation's  life. 
This  epoch  may  be  properly  defined  as  the  reconstruction  of  our 
constitutions  and  laws  so  as  to  bring  the  administration  of 
justice  abreast  with  the  changed  conditions  of  our  nation's 
life,  and  give  to  them  a  vivifying  potentiality. 

To-day,  however,  more  emphatically  than  at  any  other 
time  in  the  history  of  our  profession,  the  right  of  lawyers  to 
leadership  in  public  affairs,  as  well  as  their  fitness  for  leadership, 
is  being  seriously  questioned  in  this  country.  It  is  probably 
more  seriously  questioned  in  Europe  than  here.  I  do  not  think 
I  overstate  the  causes  of  this  feeling  when  I  say  that  the  wide- 
spread belief  in  their  unfitness  is  attributed  to  their  failure  to 
adapt  themselves  to  changing  conditions,  and  especially  to 
their  seeming  inabihty  to  visuaUze  the  social  revolution  which 
is  producing  fundamental  changes  in  every  department  of  . 
human  activity,  and  which  is  so  profoundly  affecting  the  new 
world's  ideals.  It  is  not  contended  that  there  is  any  lack  of 
patriotism  or  devotion  to  duty  in  the  lawyer's  call  to  leadership, 
nor  are  their  natural  abilities  in  any  way  questioned;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  criticism  is  directed  more  pointedly  at  the 
nature  of  their  professional  training  and  their  consequent 
slavish  adherence  to  precedent,  not  only  in  the  law,  but  in  other 
lines  of  activities,  which  prevents  them  from  meeting  the  present 
day  problems  open-mindedly  and  in  the  spirit  of  broad  patriot- 
ism, which  results  in  obstructive  rather  than  constructive 
statesmanship.  Much  of  this  criticism  is  manifestly  unjust,  but 
if  we  as  a  profession  are  to  maintain  a  high  standard  of  national 
service  and  meet  the  world's  demand  of  international  leadership, 
it  behooves  us  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  evil,  not  only  in 
acting,  but  in  thinking. 

Personally,  I  believe  the  American  Bar  in  every  way  cap- 
able and  fitted  to  truly  play  its  part  in  the  new  role  of  inter- 
national leadership,  based  upon  a  just  appreciation  of  the  New 
World's  demand  upon  this  nation. 

What  are  these  demands?  The  time  at  my  disposal  does  not 
permit  an  extended  survey  of  all  the  problems  which  are  now 
apparent,  but  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  discussion  of  three 
salient  factors  around  which  all  of  the  lesser  questions  will 
ultimately  cluster : 

In  the  first  place,  the  great  world  war  disarranged  society  as 
never  before  in  history,  but  fortunately  there  has  come  out  of 


this  chaos  a  burning  desire  on  the  part  of  mankind  everywhere 
to  enjoy  the  right  of  self-determination.  This  resolve  is  strik- 
ingly noticeable  in  the  old  autocracies  of  Europe.  It  has  cost 
the  Czar  of  Russia  his  head,  the  King  of  Austria-Hungary  his 
domains,  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany  his  crown  and  dream  of 
world-power.  And  still  the  end  doth  not  yet  appear.  To 
every  thoughtful  student  of  history  the  inspiration  of  this 
revolution  finds  its  origin  in  the  seed  sown  by  our  ancestors 
when  they  wrote  the '  Declaration  of  Independence,  declaring 
that  all  men  are  created  equal,  and  of  right  ought  to  be  inde- 
pendent and  free,  and  that  man  should  be  guaranteed  the  en- 
joyment of  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

Buckle,  the  English  historian,  said  that  the  American 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  the  greatest  declaration  of 
human  rights  ever  proclaimed,  and  that  it  should  be  hung  in 
the  nursery  of  every  king  and  blazened  upon  the  doorway  of 
every  monarch.  In  true  American  fashion,  however,  we  have 
set  in  to  abolish  nurseries  for  kings  and  to  bar  the  doorways  of 
monarchs. 

War,  like  other  afflictions,  may  result  in  great  good,  pro- 
vided always  that  the  war  is  prosecuted  for  proper  purposes  and 
in  the  proper  spirit,  and  finally  if  the  victors  appreciate  the  true 
problems  which  arise  out  of  it.  I  would  not  for  a  moment  be 
understood  as  approving  militarism.  Yet  on  the  other  hand, 
wrong  and  oppression  and  injustice  should  be  fought  and  over- 
come no  matter  what  the  cost,  even  if  it  requires  war. 

Ruskin  m  his  Crown  of  Wild  Olive,  even  goes  further,  and 
speaking  of  the  blessings  that  have  arisen  from  wars  when 
justly  waged,  says : 

"So  that  when  I  tell  you  that  war  is  the  foundation  of 
all  the  arts,  I  mean  also  that  it  is  the  fotmdation  of  all  the 
high  virtues  and  faculties  of  men.  It  was  very  strange  to  me 
to  discover  this,  and  very  dreadful — but  I  saw  it  to  be  quite 
an  tmdeniable  fact.  The  common  notion  that  peace  and  the 
virtues  of  civil  life  flourish  together  I  have  found  to  be  wholly 
untenable.  Peace  and  the  vices  of  civil  life  only  flourish  to- 
gether ;  we  talk  of  peace  and  learning,  and  peace  and  plenty, 
and  peace  and  civilization;  but  I  foimd  that  those  were 
not  the  words  which  the  Muse  of  History  coupled  together; 
that  on  her  lips  the  words  were — peace  and  sensuality; 
peace  and  selfishness;  peace  and  corruption,  and  peace  and 
death.  I  found,  in  brief,  that  all  great  nations  learned 
their  truth  of  sword  and  strength  of  thought  in  war;  that 
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they  were  nourished  in  war  and  wasted  by  peace;  taught  by 
war  and  deceived  by  peace  trained  by  war  and  betrayed  by 
peace — in  a  word,  that  they  were  born  in  war  and  expired  in 
peace.  Yet  note  carefully  it  is  not  all  war  of  which  this  can 
be  said ;  nor  aU  dragon's  teeth  which  sown  will  start  up  into 
men.  It  is  not  the  ravage  of  a  barbarian,  nor  the  habitual 
restlessness  and  rapine  of  mountaineers,  nor  the  contest  of 
merely  ambitious  nations  for  extent  of  power.  None  of 
these  forms  of  war  build  anything  but  tombs." 

Our  glorious  Republic  has  furnished  the  world  the  supreme 
example  of  the  spirit  of  Democracy  translated  into  human  , 
action.    It  i%  therefore  not  strange  that  the  New  World  in  its 
re-making  should  look  to  us  for  its  political  chart  and  compass. 

Hence  the  first  great  demand  of  the  New  World  upon 
America  is  to  give  to  the  struggling  republics  and  modified 
monarchies  of  Europe  the  benefit  of  our  experience  and  wisdom 
in  the  art  of  self-government,  and  to  aid  them  in  every  way 
possible  in  the  establishing  of  orderly  governments  under 
democratic  rule,  suitably  adapted  to  the  various  needs  and 
demands  of  the  respective  peoples,  and  governments.  This  may 
be  said  to  constitute  the  New  World's  demand  upon  America's 
statesmanship  in  democracy.  Let  us  not  underestimate  it. 
Our  job  now  is  to  prescribe  the  forms  of  government  that  will 
guarantee  the  fullest  personal  liberty  without  license.  A 
government  that  is  strong  enough  to  rule  and  yet  just  enough 
to  protect  and  not  oppress.  And,  finally,  a  form  of  democratic 
government  that  will  restore  law  and  order  and  teach  the  people 
that  unbridled  Bolshevikism  is  even  worse  than  autocracy. 

The  next  demand  of  the  New  World  upon  America  is  to 
unmistakably  furnish  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances 
.what  I  shall  be  pleased  to  caU  the  morale  and  spirit  of  a  world 
democracy.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  mainspring  and  hope, 
not  only  of  our  Democracy  here,  but  of  every  Democracy  where- 
ever  men  seek  to  govern  themselves,  because  it  is  manifest  that 
when  you  destroy  autocracy  in  government  and  the  resultant 
rule  of  force,  you  must  establish  in  its  stead  a  power  at  least 
as  strong.  Autocracy  has  ever  supplied  this  power  by  brutal 
force  and  fear.  Democracy  seeks  to  supply  its  power  by  mutual 
service  and  justice.  In  the  one,  mankind's  obedience  has  been 
forced  through  fear  and  oppression;  in  the  other,  it  has  been 
won  through  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  the  compelling  spirit 
of  love.    If,  therefore,  America  shall  whole-heartedly  respond 
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to  the  demands  of  the  New  World  for  its  proper  ideals  in 
democracy,  the  good  people  of  this  country  must  sternly  set 
their  faces  against  all  forms  of  autocracy,  for,  at  last,  autocracy 
in  government  is  only  one  form  of  arbitrary  oppression,  and  if 
America  is  to  remain  the  patron  saint  of  Democracy,  teaching 
all  men  justice,  brotherly  love  and  righteousness,  it  must 
practice  it  at  home.  An  illustration  of  the  idea  I  am  seeking 
to  impress  has  been  oft-times  reflected  by  American  tourists 
traveling  in  so-called  heathen  lands,  where  Christian  mis- 
sionaries have  been  wont  to  go  to  preach  the  gospel  of  brotherly 
love.  This  work  has  often  been  hampered,  we  are  told,  because 
so  many  prominent  Americans,  while  traveling  in  these  coun- 
tries, have  so  acted  as  to  disgust  even  the  heathen,  and  to  bring 
contempt  upon  the  teachings  of  the  Nazarene.  By  all  means 
let  us  avoid  in  selecting  Ambassadors  and  Representatives  to 
the  new  world  across  the  seas  the  foisting  upon  them  of  either 
political,  moral  or  industrial  carpet-baggers. 

An  idea  of  what  is  required  of  us,  and  the  scope  of  thought 
which  must  engage  this  nation,  if  it  is  to  maintain  its  premier- 
ship in  the  world's  affairs,  is  reflected  in  a  recent  tentative  pro- 
gramme of  reconstruction  promulgated  by  the  most  powerful 
political  organization  in  Great  Britain,  The  British  Labor 
Party,  in  which  it  is  said : 

"  If  we  in  Britain  are  to  escape  from  the  decay  of  civiliza- 
tion itself,  we  must  ensure  that  what  is  presently  to  be  built 
up  is  a  new  social  order,  based  not  on  fighting,  but  on  fra- 
ternity— not  on  the  competitive  struggle  for  the  means  of 
base  life,  but  on  a  deliberately  planned  cooperation  in  pro- 
duction and  distribution  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  partici- 
pate by  hand  or  brain — not  on  the  utmost  possible  inequality 
of  riches,  but  on  a  systematic  approach  towards  a  healthy 
equality  of  material  circumstances  for  every  person  born 
into  the  world,  not  on  an  enforced  dominion  over  subject 
nations,  subject  races,  subject  colonies,  subject  classes,  or 
a  subject  sex,  but,  in  industry  as  well  as  in  government,  of 
that  equal  freedom,  that  general  consciousness  of  consent, 
and  that  widest  possible  participation  in  power,  both 
economic  and  political,  which  is  characteristic  of  demo- 
cracy. The  four  pillars  of  the  house  that  we  propose  to 
erect,  resting  upon  the  common  foundation  of  the  demo- 
cratic control  of  society  in  all  its  activities,  may  be  termed 
the  universal  enforcement  of  the  national  minimum,  the 
democratic  control  of  industry,  the  revolutional  in  national 
finance,  and  the  surplus  wealth  for  the  common  good." 
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Aside  from  the  merits  or  demerits  of  this  programme,  it  is 
extremely  significant,  coming  as  it  does,  from  the  supposedly 
staid  and  conservative  Kingdom  of  England.  Let  us  not, 
ostrich-like,  dive  our  heads  into  the  sand,  in  the  hope  that  by 
not  seeing  and  hearing  we  may  avoid  the  influence  of  existing 
facts.  Scarcely  had  this  programme  of  the  British  party  been 
promulgated  when  one  of  America's  distinguished  captains  of 
industry  at  a  formal  dinner  party,  in  the  presence  of  many  of 
America's  prominent  business  and  professional  men,  declared 
"Money  making  is  no  longer  the  prime  concern  of  American 
business.  It  is  a  question  of  service  now,  and  we  are  all  serving 
under  the  same  banner  of  freedom  and  democracy.  The  aris- 
tocracy of  the  future  will  not  be  the  aristocracy  of  birth  or 
wealth,  but  of  men  who  serve,  who  do  things  for  their  country 
and  their  fellow-men.  The  great  prize  to  be  won  by  men  of 
ambition  is  not  money,  but  recognition  as  members  of  the 
aristocracy  of  service,  the  aristocracy  that  is  open  to  every 
man,  instead  of  the  old  dead-and-gone  aristocracy  that  was 
open  to  those  of  particular  birth  or  wealth." 

The  two  most  significant  and  heartening  statements  which 
have  been  made  looking  toward  the  reconstruction  of  the 
world  were  the  recent  statements  of  Clemenceau  and  Lloyd 
George.  The  former  in  addressing  the  French  Chamber  of 
Deputies  upon  his  nations'  duty  with  relation  to  stricken 
humanity,  even  including  the  German  people,  said:  "France  is 
making  war  for  humanity,  not  on  humanity." 

Lloyd  George  in  a  notable  address  said:  "We  must  not 
allow  any  sense  of  revenge,  any  spirit  of  greed,  any  grasping 
desire  to  override  the  fundamental  principles  of  righteousness. 
Vigorous  attempts  will  be  made  to  hector  and  bully  the  govern- 
ment in  an  endeavor  to  make  it  depart  from  the  strict  principles 
of  right,  and  to  satisfy  some  base,  sordid,  squalid  ideas  of 
vengeance  and  avarice.  We  must  relentlessly  set  our  faces 
against  that." 

The  present  demand  of  the  New  World,  therefore,  is  to  us 
not  only  an  opportunity  for  world  service,  but  a  clarion  call  to 
arms.  We  ought  to  meet  it;  we  shall  meet  it  for  the  spirit  that 
animated  the  founders  of  this  republic,  typified  in  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Hamilton,  Jackson  and  Lincoln,  and  lately  so  match- 
lessly proclaimed  by  our  President,  will  not  only  save  us  from 
decay  and  preserve  to  posterity  in  tliis  land  a  priceless  heritage, 
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but  will  prove  true  to  the  hope  and  dream  of  our  forefathers, 
that  this  republic  under  God  shall  be  a  blessing  to  mankind 
every^vhere.  And  that  ere  long  the  hope  and  prayer  of  Lincoln 
expressed  at  Gettysburg  will  become  a  realized  truth,  even  to 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  world,  that  "A  government  of  the 
people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people  shall  never  perish 
from  the  earth." 

It  has  been  truthfully  said  that  we  are  a  nation  of  idealists. 
If  so,  I  beg  to  indulge  the  hope  that  in  th^  foregoing  remarks  I 
have  faintly  interpreted  some  of  those  ideals.  In  the  minds 
of  others,  however,  and  particularly  our  neighbors  across  the 
sea,  it  was  formerly  thought  that  we  were  decidedly  materialistic. 
So  far  as  this  appellation  was  construed  as  a  sordid  quality  of 
national  life,  America's  unselfish  part  in  this  great  world  war 
has  forever  answered  it.  It  may  now  be  safely  said  that  where- 
ever  man  loves  justice  and  abhors  wrong,  wherever  people 
count  service  a  virtue  and  selfishness  a  vice,  wherever  nations 
prize  freedom  and  liberty  and  abhor  tyranny  and  oppression, 
the  name  of  America  sounds  as  sweet  to  them  as  did  the  words 
of  our  Savior  to  the  ears  of  distressed  mothers,  when  he  said: 
Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  for  of  such  is  the  King- 
dom of  God. 

A  French  school  girl  recently  expressed  the  thought  most 
happily,  when  she  wrote: 

"There  is  a  river  in  France  so  narrow  that  the  trees  nod 
at  each  other  from  its  opposite  banks  and  birds  fly  across 
it  with  one  sweep  of  their  wings.  The  river  is  the  Yser. 
Across  this  river  men  face  each  other.  They  are  as  far 
apart  as  the  stars  of  Heaven,  for  those  on  one  side  love 
liberty  and  justice;  those  on  the  other  stand  for  injustice  and 
oppression.  Our  beloved  France  is  separated  from  another 
country  by  a  wide  ocean — so  wide  that  vast  steamships 
plow  its  waves  for  seven  long  days  to  compass  it,  but  across 
this  vast  expanse  hearts  touch,  because  both  these  peoples 
love  liberty  and  justice." 

I  freely  confess  to  being  an  idealist  and  an  optimist.  My 
love  for  idealism,  however,  does  not  blind  me  to  the  truth,  that 
in  order  to  sustain  a  wholesome  and  true  optimism  there  must 
exist  a  rational  well  defined  sub-strata  of  materialism. 

A  knowledge  of  this  truth  brings  me  to  a  consideration  of  the 
third  and  last  phase  of  the  New  World's  demand  upon  America. 
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The  time,  the  occasion,  and  the  place  all  conspire  to  emphasize 
its  importance.  It  is  the  New  World's  demand  upon  our 
material  resources. " 

The  financial  capital  of  the  world  is  no  longer  in  London  or 
Berlin,  but  is  in  New  York.  We  are  by  far  the  richest  nation 
on  earth,  and  in  addition,  before  the  world's  immediate  read- 
justment is  concluded,  the  nations  of  Europe  will  owe  us 
approximately  ten  billion  dollars.  I  now  make  a  declaration 
which  will  surprise  you.  Great  as  is  this  sum,  it  should  be  the 
minimum  for  years  t|0  come  of  Europe's  financial  indebtedness 
to  us.  Not  only  should  we  avoid  the  aspersion  of  being  hard 
creditors,  but  in  my  opinion  this  nation  should  immediately, 
upon  the  re-establishment  of  law  and  order  in  the  Balkan 
States  and  in  Russia,  organize  its  resources  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  further  credit  to  rebuild  and  to  develop  these  vast 
empires  of  neglected  opportunities.  And  unlike  Germany, 
which  extended  credit  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  greater 
German  Europa,  let  us  extend  credit  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a  greater  world — a  world  of  trade  and  of  commerce.  Let  us  see 
to  it  that  not  another  decade  shall  pass  before  American  flags  are 
floating  from  the  top  sails  of  merchant  ships  upon  every  sea  and 
branch  banking  houses  of  America  are  established  in  every  city 
of  Europe.  Undoubtedly  Germany's  great  strength  and  sphere 
of  influence  and  power  over  the  Balkan  States,  Austria-Hungary 
and  Turkey  was  largely  due  to  her  financial  hold  upon  these 
countries,  acquired  through  large  credits  extended  directly  to 
the  various  governments  and  indirectly  to  industrial  and  other 
corporate  activities  undertaken  in  the  respective  countries. 

To  meet  these  requirements  vast  sums  of  money  and  large 
credits  will  be  necessary.  Manifestly  then  big  business  should 
be  encouraged,  our  financial  strength  should  be  co-ordinated 
and  our  resources  capitalized  so  that  we  may  the  better  serve 
a  new  world's  demands.  American  capital  and  American  labor 
will  alike  profit  in  such  a  service,  and  both  should  be  amenable 
to  the  fundamental  laws  of  a  world  Democracy. 

The  true  Spirit  of  Democracy  is  not  antagonistic  to  the 
accumulation  of  wealth  or  Big  Business,  nor  is  it  envious  of 
power,  but  it  does  insist  upon  civic  righteousness,  and  that  all 
power,  whether  it  be  organized  labor  or  concentrated  wealth, 
shall  be  employed  fairly  and  justly,  made  responsible  to  the 
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same  laws,  and  denied  the  opportunity  of  ill-gotten  gains, 
either  by  per  diem  or  per  cent. 

If  law  and  order  shall  certainly  come,  as  we  believe  it  will, 
out  of  the  great  Armageddon  through  which  the  peoples  of  the 
earth  have  just  passed,  and  if  the  doctrine  that  sacred  obliga- 
tions are  nothing  more  than  scraps  of  paper  shall  be  thoroughly 
repudiated,  then  a  great  international  foundation  of  mutual 
trust  will  be  firmly  established.  A  league  of  nations  will  make 
safe  and  secure  the  obligations  and  undertakings  of  each  nation 
to  the  other,  and,  between  the  respective  peoples  of  the  several 
nations.  Banking  and  life  insurance,  commerce  and  trade,  will 
be  carried  on  through  the  clearing  houses  of  New  York  with 
reliable  correspondents  on  the  Euphrates  and  the  Nile,  from 
Petrograd  to  Bagdad,  and  with  it  all  this  nation  will  prosper 
in  material  things,  grow  strong  in  spiritual  things,  and  ever 
remain  a  happy  and  contented  people,  so  long  as  it  continues  to 
believe  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  it  is  to  receive. 

The  emblematical  characters  chosen  by  the  various  na-. 
tions  to  represent  their  nationalities  has  always  interested  the. 
With  us  in  America,  Uncle  Sam  is  an  honored  member  of 
every  household.  You  have  no  doubt  been  thrilled  at  his  fine 
portrayal  by  many  distinguished  artists,  who  have  reflected 
from  his  strong  and  manly  face  the  character  and  virtues  of  our 
people  in  the  varying  ordeals  through  which  we  have  recently 
passed.  In  this  great  New  World  of  free  men  and  unlimited 
possibilities  I  see  Uncle  Sam,  like  a  mighty  Goliath,  standing 
head  and  shoulders  above  his  fellows,  visualizing  America's 
principles,  purposes  and  ideals.  In  one  hand  he  holds  Democ- 
racy's declaration  of  a  World  Independence;  in  the  other  a 
great  nation's  resources  ready  for  world  service;  while  from  his 
hps  he  consistently  repeats  our  God's  acclaim,  "Peace  on  earth 
and  good  will  toward  men." 
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